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Kozlowski Welcomed into Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame Inductee Lea Kozlowski
The West Coast Reining Horse
Association Hall of Fame award was established last year to honor those who have made
significant contributions to the development
and success of WCRHA over the years. This
year we have chosen to honor Lea Kozlowski.
First, a little history. Back in the early
1980's, our beloved sport of reining was basically unknown on the West Coast. The big,
open shows held stockhorse classes, and the
Quarter Horse shows had a few reining classes,
but participation was low. In 1982 WCRHA
was formed with the help of some reiners from
back East, who wanted to bring reining to the
West Coast.
In its first six months of existence, the
fledgling club made big plans to hold a
Futurity in October of 1983. Numerous ads
and articles publicized the dates and prize
money. About that same time the 'back East'
guys lost interest in running the club, and left

the other founding members stuck with a
financial commitment they could not handle.
Enter Lea Kozlowski. Lea did not wish to
see the new club discredited, and she also
wanted to see this new discipline called reining get off to a good start. She offered a personal loan of several thousand dollars to
WCRHA so the Futurity could go on, as
advertised. The reputation of the club was
saved, and reining was off to a good start on
the West Coast. Without her help the association would have been dissolved in its first
year of existence. She also allowed the club to
repay the loan over time, without interest,
which made all the difference in the world for
a club that had no money in its treasury!
Members held many, many roadside rummage
sales to earn the money to pay her back.
Lea has always been a strong supporter of
the reining horse industry, and she served on
the WCRHA board of directors for many
years. She has also been a director of both
AQHA and PCQHA. Lea and her mother,
Hilda Buck, helped organize the Central
California Quarter Horse Association and the
California Amateur Quarter Horse Exhibitors
Association, two local associations in the
Sacramento area - and both are still going
strong, forty years later! Although Lea has supported and participated in many different
equestrian disciplines over the years, she told
us at the banquet that her true love is the reining and reined cowhorse events.
For her help in a time of crisis - above and
beyond what was expected - and for her ongoing support for many, many years after that, we
thank and we honor Lea Kozlowski and welcome her into the WCRHA Hall of Fame.

President's
Farewell
So here we are,
starting a new year
(where did the LAST
one go?!). Our Awards
Banquet on January 14th couldn't have
been better. The new location, Jackson
Rancheria, was just great. It was fun to
watch people wander into the banquet
room/ballroom and see their eyes light
up, and hear them utter "Wow!" The
whole event was first class: the food,
the ambience, the awards, the DJ, and
of course the great company.
Our group elected two new board
members at the General Membership
Meeting, so it is my pleasure to welcome David Hanson and Pam
Shepherd onto the WCRHA Board of
Directors. Also my husband, Terry and
I were re-elected to the board, and we
thank you for your support and for the
vote of confidence.
I have said before that I do not
plan to be President again in 2006 and,
in spite of many nice compliments and
cajoling at the Banquet, I intend to
stick by that. The board will elect new
officers for 2006 at its next meeting,
scheduled for February 8th.
So I guess this is where I look back
and reflect on my two years as
WCRHA President. A few of the
changes that have come our way in
2004 and 2005 are:
continued on page 11

2005 WCRHA OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
President
Betsy Edwards · 925.371.0742
1st Vice President
Shelly Martinez · 530 795-2113
2nd Vice President
Pat Yancey · 209 274-6615

Secretary/Treasurer
Linda Field · 916-362-1617

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sandy Bentien · 530 886-8234
RL Davis · 209 245-6141
Terry Edwards · 925 371-0742

Art Fingerle · 916.684.2555
Rachel Fingerle· 916.684.2555
Dan Kemper · 916 984-1269
Bruce McClenahan · 209 245-6254
Jess Sanders · 209 754-1167
Joe Schmidt · 925 984-4791
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